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Abstract
Background & Aim: Nurses are the largest group of healthcare providers and must be aware and
sensitive to ethical issues to adhere to ethical principles and make correct professional decisions. Ethical
performance is an essential skill in nursing that protects nurses against complex ethical issues.
Identifying the relationship between ethical performance and moral sensitivity is crucial for improving
the quality of healthcare and making better ethical decisions. This study aimed to understand this
relationship better and identify strategies to enhance ethical performance in healthcare. Therefore, the
present study was conducted to determine the relationship between ethical performance and moral
sensitivity among nursing students at universities in West Azerbaijan Province.
Materials & Methods: This descriptive cross-sectional study was conducted on 500 nursing students in
universities in West Azerbaijan Province. The study population included nursing students from the
universities in the province (Urmia School of Nursing and Midwifery, Islamic Azad Medical Sciences
University of Urmia, Khoy Medical Sciences University, and Mahabad Nursing School). A quota
sampling method was used to select eligible students based on the number of students in each university.
Demographic information, moral sensitivity, and ethical performance questionnaires were completed by
the students and collected by the researcher. Data were analyzed using SPSS version 24.
Results: The results showed that the participants' total mean scores of moral sensitivity and ethical
performance were 69.18+7.05 and 146.11+15.91, respectively. Additionally, the results indicated a
significant correlation between moral sensitivity total mean score and its subscales with ethical
performance (P < 0.01). The correlation between professional knowledge and ethical performance total
mean score was not significant (P > 0.05).
Conclusions: The study results demonstrated that moral sensitivity has a significant relationship with
ethical performance and can be considered an important and influential factor in improving students'
ethical performance. These findings can help design appropriate educational programs and enhance
ethical education among nursing students, promoting ethical performance.
Keywords: Ethical Performance, Ethics, Moral Sensitivity, Nursing Students
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